


WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We extend in the name of Christ, a hearty welcome to all who are worshipping 
with   us today.  May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and 
fellowship.    If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining 
Peace.   

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and en-
courage all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of prepara-
tion. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
One of the following or another confession is prayed. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 



Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG      God, Whose Almighty Word             ELW # 673 

GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE           ELW p. 185 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. Let us pray. Eternal light, shine in our hearts. Eternal wisdom, scatter the dark-

ness of our ignorance. Eternal compassion, have mercy on us. Turn us to seek 
your face, and enable us to reflect your goodness, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

C. Amen. 
 

+ WORD + 
 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-9 
 
A reading from Jeremiah. 
 
This passage speaks not only of the southern kingdom, Judah, and its homecom-
ing from exile in Babylon, but also of the northern kingdom (“Israel” or “Ephraim”) 
and its restoration. The northern tribes of Israel had been lost in exile to Assyria 
more than a century before Jeremiah prophesied. 
 
7Thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the 
chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your people, 
the remnant of Israel.” 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and 
the lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they 
shall return here. 9With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead 
them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they 
shall not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my 
firstborn. 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 126 
 1When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
  then were we like those who dream. 
 2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
  Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for        
them.”  



 3The Lord has done great things for us, 
  and we are glad indeed. 
 4Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 
  like the watercourses of the Negeb. 
 5Those who sowed with tears 
  will reap with songs of joy. 
 6Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 
  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.  
 
SECOND READING: Hebrews 7:23-28 
 
A reading from Hebrews. 
 
Human priests of old offered sacrifice for their own sins and served only until their 
death. In contrast, Jesus is God’s Son, the holy, sinless, resurrected high priest. 
Death did not terminate his priestly service, but through his death he has interced-
ed for our sins. 
 

23The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by 
death from continuing in office; 24but he holds his priesthood permanently, be-
cause he continues forever. 25Consequently he is able for all time to save those 
who approach God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for 
them.  26For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, 
undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27Unlike the 
other high priests, he has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own 
sins, and then for those of the people; this he did once for all when he offered 
himself. 28For the law appoints as high priests those who are subject to weakness, 
but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has 
been made perfect forever. 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION            ELW  p. 188 



GOSPEL LESSON                                                                Mark 10:46-52 
P.   The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 10th Chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Bartimaeus comes to Jesus with faith, asking that he might see again. Recognizing 
Jesus’ identity, Bartimaeus is the first person to call him “Son of David” in the Gos-
pel of Mark. 
 

46As [Jesus] and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus 
son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47When he heard that 
it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me!” 48Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even 
more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49Jesus stood still and said, “Call 
him here.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is 
calling you.” 50So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51Then 
Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to 
him, “My teacher, let me see again.” 52Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made 
you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way. 
P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                                  Rev. Mary E. Zupansic 
 



REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
There are around two dozen stories in the four gospels that depict Jesus inter-
acting with people who have some form of disability, and these stories all present 
Jesus healing these people. Throughout the history of the Church, an unfortunate 
result of these stories has been some Christians holding destructive attitudes to-
ward disabilities, as if a disability means someone is not a whole person or  must 
always be woeful in their daily life. 
 
A frustrating experience that sometimes arises for people who have a visible disa-
bility is being approached by a random Christian who wants to pray for them with 
the intent to heal them. Just… don’t. Resolve to never do that, and try to stop any-
one who is inclined to do so. Such an act to “fix” or “repair” another human being 
will at best annoy the other person, and at worst it will alienate and disempower 
them in a social setting. 
Today’s gospel lesson is about Jesus giving sight to Bartimaeus. A non-critical 
reading of this lesson would reinforce the idea that sight can be given to a blind 
individual if there is only enough faith. We get a better takeaway by considering 
the larger narrative of Mark’s gospel. 
 
In Mark 8:22-26, Jesus gives sight to a man who is blind. Yet, the first attempt to 
give this man sight doesn’t fully work; he says, “I can see people, but they look 
like trees walking.” So Jesus lays his hands on the man again, and after this second 
attempt the man sees clearly. A couple of chapters pass by and now we have to-
day’s story of a blind man receiving sight, only this time it takes Jesus one 
attempt. What’s the connection between these two stories in Mark, and why is 
the process for giving sight different? 
 
Think of these two stories as bookends. What occurs in between are several inter-
actions between Jesus and his disciples  and there is a common thread through all 
these stories: the disciples don’t understand. They don’t understand Jesus’ teach-
ing that all people should be welcomed into his “kingdom of God” mission in this 
world, especially the most vulnerable and marginalized people in society (Mk 9:14
-32, 9:38-50, 10:1-16). Running concurrently with that thread is the disciples’ mis-
conception of greatness; they believe greatness is a result of rising to the 
top.  Jesus teaches that true greatness in God’s kingdom is found in humility and 
welcoming others (Mk 8:27-37, 9:2-10, 9:33-37, 10:17-31, 10:32-45). 

https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-48054113


 
When we consider that larger narrative, the two bookends and their details make 
more sense; they symbolize the disciples’ difficulty in comprehending the values 
of God’s kingdom on earth. In Mark 8:22-26, the miracle has difficulty landing, 
similar to how Jesus’ teachings don’t land at first with his disciples. By the time 
we reach the miracle with Bartimaeus in 10:46-52, the disciples begin to compre-
hend Jesus’ teachings about welcoming all people and that true greatness is 
found in humility. 
 
Hence, that second miracle story symbolizes that the disciples are beginning to 
comprehend what Jesu is about. Another detail in these bookends reinforces this 
reading of Mark’s narrative. The man in the first bookend goes home and doesn’t 
follow Jesus (Mk 8:26). Bartimaeus, however, joins the disciples and Jesus on his 
way (Mk 10:52). Where does this “way” go? Mark 11:1 tells us it is to Jerusalem, 
where Jesus will take up the cross. 
 
By this symbolic narrative of two healings Mark says  we followers of Jesus have 
difficulty grasping what Jesus means by “the kingdom of God” in this world. Yet  
Jesus calls us to welcome all people, including the most vulnerable and 
marginalized, and to understand  that true greatness comes in humility and  
recognizing God’s image in all people. These are not the values of the world.  It  
takes time for  us to comprehend these “kingdom of God” values of humility and  
radical welcome. But like Bartimaeus, we can grasp these new values and join 
Jesus on his way of the cross. A non-critical reading of the two bookend stories  
opens a door beyond  harmful attitudes regarding disabilities. However, the 
bigger narrative in Mark begs us to  grasp the deeper lesson: we are living in  
God’s kingdom when all are welcome and we value all people for who they are. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY           Rise, Shine, You People!       ELW #665 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 



THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer 
for all of God’s creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Risen One, we give you thanks for congregations and ministries throughout the 
world. Empower missionaries, teachers, healers, evangelists, and all who are sent 
to share your song of joy. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Holy One, we give you thanks for generous land that produces abundant harvests. 
Strengthen and protect all soils and bless all who lovingly tend them. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Ruling One, we give you thanks for leaders of nations who work to build up the 
common good. Strengthen efforts of reconciliation among all nations, that peace 
extends in every direction. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Healing One, we give you thanks for all who labor for the health of others. Send 
healing and relief to all who are sick. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Providing One, we give you thanks for all who provide for others. Inspire generosi-
ty in your people, so that we carry out the work of making disciples of all nations. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

Living One, we give you thanks for the saints who have increased our faith. Give 
us courage to follow in hope until you gather us all around your table of abun-
dance. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands; 
through Jesus Christ, our truth and life. 
Amen. 
 



THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C. And also with you. 

Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another. 
 

+ THE MEAL + 
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   Thank you for your continued support of the minis-

try of Peace Lutheran Church. We gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Ser-
vice, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit from your bank. 

 
OFFERING HYMN      Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 



OFFERING PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. God of abundance, 
C. you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the 

heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering 
of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts. 
C. We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame  death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW p. 190 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, 

our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, 
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, 
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 

You sent your Son to eat with sinners 
and to become food for the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life given for us 
and his rising from the grave, 
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, 
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 



     on earth as it is in heaven. 
        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P. All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                                  ELW p. 191 

CONTEMPORARY  SONG/HYMNS Because of Your Love       Paul Baloche 
 
    
 



   Healer of Our Every Ill               ELW # 612 

   
   Here is Bread      ELW #483 

Here is bread, here is wine. 
Christ is with us, he is with us. 
Break the bread, taste the wine. 
Christ is with us here. 

 
In this bread there is healing, in this cup is life forever. 
In this moment, by the Spirit, Christ is with us here. 
 
Here is grace, here is peace. 



Christ is with us, he is with us. 
Know his grace, find his peace, 
Feast on Jesus here. 
 
In this bread there is healing, in this cup is life forever. 
In this moment, by the Spirit, Christ is with us here. 
 
Here we are, joined in one. 
Christ is with us, he is with us. 
We’ll proclaim till he comes 
Jesus crucified. 
 
In this bread there is healing, in this cup is life forever. 
In this moment, by the Spirit, Christ is with us here. 

 
TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
P. Let us Pray, Lord of life, 
C. in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a 

feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing 
witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
P. People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The 

holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. 
C. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING HYMN   Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing              ELW #545 

 
DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
C. Thanks be to God. 
 
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Re-
printed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

News You Can Use 
 

ABOUT THIS WEEKS TEXT 
Can we pray the way Bartimaeus prays? People try to hush him up because by ad-
dressing Jesus as “Son of David” he is making a politically dangerous claim that Je-
sus is the rightful king. Could our prayers ever be heard as a threat to unjust pow-
ers that be? Bartimaeus won’t give up or go away quietly, but repeats his call for 



help more loudly. Do we ask so boldly? And are our prayers an honest answer to 
Jesus’ question, “What do you want me to do for you?”  
 

 
COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 

Tuesday, October 26, —Philipp Nicolai, died 1608; Johann Heermann, died 1647; 
Paul Gerhardt, died 1676; hymnwriters 
These great hymnwriters all worked in seventeenth-century Germany in times of 
war and plague. Nicolai, a pastor, lost 1,300 parishioners to plague, 170 in one 
week. He wrote "O Morning Star, how fair and bright" and "Wake, awake, for 
night is flying." Heermann's hymns, including "Ah, holy Jesus," often express the 
emotions of faith. Gerhardt, perhaps the greatest Lutheran hymnwriter, was a 
pastor in Berlin. 
Thursday, October 28—Simon and Jude, Apostles 
We know little about these apostles. Simon is listed as "the zealot" or Cananean 
in New Testament lists. Jude, also called Thaddeus, asked Jesus at the last supper 
why he had revealed himself to the disciples but not to the world. 
 

 
THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
Doris Fischer, Walter Hoyt, Jim (brother of Patti Christell) 

Verlene Urekar, Alda Beemer, Jim Neal, Cheryl Danner, 
Jane (sister of Kim Efrid) , Pete Ellertsen, Carolyn Smith 

 
If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added 
to our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to 
peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Other than those in the 
Military will remain on the prayer list for two weeks unless otherwise notified. 
Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission to add their 
name. 

If interested in assisting on Saturdays or Sundays, please call the church office at 
217.546-7646, or text Pastor Mary at 920-671-4338. 

 
 
 



ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 
SUNDAY, OCT 24 In Person Worship/Livestream,—9:30am 
 
SUNDAY, OCT 31 In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 

    
  

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 24: 
Drive thru communion Parking Lot : NO DRIVE THRU COMMUNION 

 

SUNDAY IN-PERSON SERVICE: 
Assisting Minister:  Lois Moorman 

Ushers: Doug McFarlan  & Linda Shudrowitz 
Video:  Linda Rice 

Camera: Janet Kocis 

 

 

This weeks Altar Flowers  

Provided by  

Janet Rigdon  

in memory of Jim Rigdon. 

 
 
 

 
Special thanks to all those who helped clean our 

stretch of the highway this weekend.   
It was a beautiful day for it. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Thanks to all who helped put together LWR 
health kits and school backpacks.  

The quilts have already been packed.  
God’s Work. Our Hands.  

 
 
 

 
 







  

All Saints Day Candles 

Sunday, November 7th  

We are requesting Names for our Saints list to be read during this service. If you 
had a loved one pass away and would like to add them to the list, please com-
plete the information below and return during In person Worship, Drive Thru 
Communion or church office vie email or phone. 
  

Name:        Date of Death 

______________________________________________________________________

__ 

______________________________________________________________________

__ 

______________________________________________________________________

__ 

______________________________________________________________________

__ 

Submitted by: 

___________________________________________________________ 

  

The deadline for candles is Wednesday, November 3rd.   

Please return this form to the church office or  

email the information to peace.lutheran@comcast.net 

Candles will be lit at Sunday service.   


