


WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We extend in the name of Christ, a hearty welcome to all who are worshipping 
with   us today.  May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and 
fellowship.    If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining 
Peace.   

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and en-
courage all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING OF THE QUILTS  80 plus quilts will be sent to Lutheran World  
      Relief!  Thank you quilters. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of prepara-
tion. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
One of the following or another confession is prayed. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 



will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG     As We Gather at Your Table              ELW # 522 

GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 



HYMN OF PRAISE            ELW p. 185 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P. Let us pray. Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace 

with you. Give us a share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear 
the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C.   Amen. 
+ WORD + 

 
PSALM: Psalm 19:7-14 
 7The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; 
  the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
 8The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; 
  the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
 9The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever; 
  the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  
 11By them also is your servant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 12Who can detect one’s own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get domin-
ion over me; 
  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in 
your sight, 
  O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.  
 
READING: James 5:13-20 
 
A reading from James. 
 
Marks of the Christian community include praying for those who are sick and in 
need, celebrating with those in good health, restoring those who have strayed, 
confessing sins to one another, and offering forgiveness to each other. 
 



13Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should 
sing songs of praise. 14Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of 
the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of 
the Lord. 15The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; 
and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your 
sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The 
prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. 17Elijah was a human being like 
us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six 
months it did not rain on the earth. 18Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave 
rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 
  19My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is 
brought back by another, 20you should know that whoever brings back a sinner 
from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude 
of sins. 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION            ELW  p. 188 



GOSPEL LESSON                                                              Mark 9:38-50 
P.   The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 9th Chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus teaches his disciples about ministry that involves 
service and sacrifice. His disciples are slow to realize that these words apply to 
them as well as to others. 
 

38John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your 
name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39But Jesus 
said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be 
able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40Whoever is not against us is for us. 
41For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear 
the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. 
  42“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who be-
lieve in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your 
neck and you were thrown into the sea. 43If your hand causes you to stumble, cut 
it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to 
hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; 
it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into 
hell. 47And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to en-
ter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into 
hell, 48where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 
  49“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but if salt has lost its 
saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with 
one another.” 
P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
The reading begins with a critical misunderstanding by John, one of Jesus’s disci-
ples. John thinks he is in the right when he catches someone casting out demons, 
pretending to be Jesus’ follower.  He tells this exorcist to stop. John doesn’t ex-
plain why he is doing this but we can imagine that he might be trying to preserve 
the integrity of Jesus’ ministry. Maybe he is worried that the imposter is trying to 
jump on the bandwagon of Jesus’ popularity for selfish gain. We cannot know. 



 
We can be sure of the intent behind Jesus’ response. He corrects John’s miscon-
ception of Jesus’ priorities saying, “Do not stop him… Whoever is not against us is 
for us” (verses 39, 40). In this moment, Jesus models grace in the form of unity 
and cooperation against John’s fundamentalism, which has no place in Jesus’ 
world-changing mission. 
 
The next section might get our attention, with all its gory dismemberment and 
threats of unquenchable flames, worms, and hell, but that is not the whole story. 
It would be a shame if the reader overlooks the fact that Jesus is also reminding 
John of the mission that guides everything Jesus is doing. This mission is to bring 
near the kingdom of God here and now. However this message gets shared, what-
ever gets the world one step closer to looking like God’s kingdom is a-okay with 
Jesus.  Whether or not the person doing the healing, proclaiming, or other neigh-
bor-loving work is a card-carrying member of “Team Jesus” already, with all the 
proper training and credentials, seems unimportant to Jesus. 
 
Jesus punctuates this teaching in plain language at the end of our reading, as if to 
make sure we do not miss the central message amid all the shocking hyperbole of 
verses 43-48. He finishes with this pleading command, “be at peace with one an-
other” (verse 50). This sounds to me as much like a prayer and a blessing as it 
does a command. “Be at peace with one another.” 
 
We need this command/ prayer/ blessing today as much as John and his fellow 
 disciples needed it in the First Century. It is too easy to get caught up in cutting 
 others down to build ourselves up. Divisive cliques, political parties, or religious  
factions drawing lines in the sand is not what Jesus calls us into. Most of all, it falls  
far short of what Jesus empowers us to do. Jesus’s way peace is both a gift and as  
a calling. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY           O Word of God Incarnate             ELW #514 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 



THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and 
all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

We pray for the church and its ministry.  Sustain all members of the body of Christ 
in lives of prayer, service, and worship. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for natural wonders of your creation. Restore damaged forests, water-
ways and natural habitats and lead us to be good stewards of what you have pro-
vided. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for those in authority. Strengthen in them a desire to protect the vulner-
able and care for those underserved. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for those who are struggling with cancer, dementia, or any other disease. 
Provide them with peace and resilience for the days ahead. Sustain caregivers 
with energy and patience. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the worship leaders of this congregation: musicians, assisting minis-
ters, acolytes, and ushers. Bless us through their ministry and grant them the pas-
sion to continue in their service. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

We give thanks for all your saints, those we have loved and known and those 
from every time and place. Continue to guide us by their example and reassure us 
of your promised salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C.   And also with you. 

Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another. 
 

+ THE MEAL + 
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   Thank you for your continued support of the minis-

try of Peace Lutheran Church. We gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Ser-
vice, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit from your bank. 

 
OFFERING HYMN      Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 



OFFERING PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. God of abundance, 
C. you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the 

heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering 
of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C.   And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts. 
C.   We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame  death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW p. 190 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, 

our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, 
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, 
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 

You sent your Son to eat with sinners 
and to become food for the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life given for us 
and his rising from the grave, 
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, 
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 



     on earth as it is in heaven. 
        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P. All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                       ELW p. 191 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COMMUNION SONGS/HYMNS  Famous One                Chris Tomlin 
 
 



   There is a Balm in Gilead                  ELW # 614 

    Eat this Bread (Repeats)                ELW # 472 



TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
P. Let us Pray, Lord of life, 
C. in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a 

feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing 
witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
P. People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The 

holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. 
C.   Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN   Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing               ELW #807 



DISMISSAL 
P. Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
C.    Thanks be to God. 
 
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Re-
printed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

News You Can Use 
 

Church Council Report --  
 
The Peace Lutheran Church Council held its regular monthly meeting last night 
(Sept. 16).  You may recall that a couple months ago I reported that we had brief 
discussion about potential amendments to our Constitution and Bylaws to change 
the Annual Meeting date from November to January and reduce the number of 
elected Council members from 12 to 8.  These were approved by Council last 
night, with one dissenting vote, and will now be presented for consideration by 
the congregation.   
 
Because amendments to the Constitution require two votes -- one to approve the 
changes and one to ratify that approval -- we will be convening two congregation-
al meetings in November, one on Nov. 14 for the sole purpose of considering the 
amendments followed by the regular Annual Meeting on Nov. 21.  
 
Text of the proposed amendments will be provided to members at least 30 days 
before the Nov. 14 meeting.  In addition to changing the Annual Meeting date 
and reducing the number of Council members, it is being proposed that Council 
terms be reduced from three years to two years and that the Council itself, rather 
than the congregation, elect officers each year.   
 
There are no changes at this time to COVID-19 related practices and policies.  Fur-
ther loosening of restrictions will be considered when Sangamon County is re-
moved from the Centers for Disease Control's High or Substantial transmission 
rate classification.  



Written reports were received from recent meetings of the Evangelism and Prop-
erty Committee meetings and will be posted on the Members section of the 
church website.  Pastor Mary and Faith Formation are working with parents on 
the logistics of youth education, First Communion training and Confirma-
tion.  Property Committee recently managed the installation of several new LED 
lighting fixtures in the building and repair work that we hope will address the wa-
ter leaks that have been coming in through the east windows in the Sanctuary.  
 
All committees are working on their 2022 budgets that will be reviewed by the Fi-
nance Committee on Oct. 14, considered by the Council on Oct. 21 and presented 
to the Congregation at the Nov. 21 Annual Meeting.  
 
The Treasurer's Report showed that August expenses of $20,267 exceeded dona-
tions of $17,397 by $2,870.  This brings our General Operating Fund deficit for the 
year to $13,329.  We have General Operating Fund reserves of $108,920, enough 
to cover more than four months of budgeted expenses and more than five 
months of our current average expenses.  Total cash and investments on hand 
when one adds in special funds such as Building/Capital, Memorials and bequests 
is $440,885.  
 
Doug McFarlan, President  

 
ABOUT THIS WEEKS TEXT 

Someone who isn’t part of Jesus’ own circle is casting out demons in Jesus’ name, 
and the disciples want him stopped. They appeal to Jesus, as Joshua did to Moses 
about the elders who prophesied without official authorization. Like Moses, Jesus 
refuses to see this as a threat. Jesus welcomes good being done in his name, even 
when it is not under his control. The circle we form around Jesus’ word must be 
able to value good being done in ways we wouldn’t do it, by people we can’t keep 
tabs on.  

COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
Wednesday, September 29—Michael and All Angels 
Michael the archangel, captain of the heavenly hosts, is remembered on this day 
along with the other angels and archangels. The word "angel" means messenger, 



and in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, these beings have a fully spiritual nature 
and no physical body. 
 
Thursday, September 30—Jerome, translator, teacher, died 420 
Jerome was a biblical scholar and translator, but rather than translating the origi-
nal Hebrew and Greek scriptures into classical Latin, he worked in the commonly-
spoken Latin of the day, creating a version called the Vulgate. 
 

THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
 Doris Fischer, Walter Hoyt,  Jim (brother of Patti Christell) 

 Verlene Urekar,  Alda Beemer, Jim Neal,  
Cheryl Danner, Jane (sister of Kim Efrid) 

 

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added 
to our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to 
peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Other than those in the 
Military will remain on the prayer list for two weeks unless otherwise notified. 
Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission to add their name. 

If interested in assisting on Saturdays or Sundays, please call the church office at 
217.546-7646, or text Pastor Mary at 920-671-4338. 

 
ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK 

 
SUNDAY, SEPT 26  In Person Worship/Livestream,—9:30am 
 
SUNDAY, OCT 3   In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 
     Drive Thru Communion—11:00 to 11:30am 

 

ASSISTING THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 26: 
Drive thru communion Parking Lot : NO DRIVE THRU COMMUNION 

 

SUNDAY IN-PERSON SERVICE: 
Assisting Minister:  Doug McFarlan 

Ushers: Elaine Urekar  & Linda Shudrowitz 
Video:  Linda Rice 

Camera: Janet Kocis 



 

This weeks Altar Flowers  

Provided by  

Charlene Sampson. 




