


WELCOME TO PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We extend in the name of Christ, a hearty welcome to all who are worshipping 
with   us today.  May you find here an experience of true Christian worship and 
fellowship.    If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to consider joining 
Peace.   

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As servants of Jesus Christ, we share God’s grace and mercy.  We welcome and en-
courage all to grow with us in God’s kingdom through praise, worship, and service. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of prepara-
tion. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
One of the following or another confession is prayed. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 



Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG     O God, Our Help in Ages Past             ELW # 632 

 
GREETING 
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C. And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE                   ELW p. 140 



 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P.     Let us pray. Almighty God, your sovereign purpose brings salvation to birth. 
Give us faith to be steadfast amid the tumults of this world, trusting that  your 
kingdom comes and your will is done through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
C.    Amen. 

+ WORD + 
 
FIRST READING: Daniel 12:1-3 
 

A reading from Daniel. 
 

The book of Daniel is an example of apocalyptic literature, which is full of strange 
visions and symbolism. Arising during times of great persecution, apocalyptic liter-



ature is concerned with God’s revelation about the end time and the coming king-
dom of God, when God will vindicate the righteous who have been persecuted. 
 

1“At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall arise. 
There shall be a time of anguish, such as has never occurred since nations first 
came into existence. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone 
who is found written in the book. 2Many of those who sleep in the dust of the 
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt. 3Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky, and 
those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.” 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C.    Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 16 
 1Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 
  I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 
 2All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
  upon those who are noble among the people. 
 3But those who run after other gods 
  shall have their troubles multiplied. 
 4I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
  never take their names upon my lips.  
 5O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; 
  it is you who uphold my lot. 
 6My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
 7I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night after night. 
 8I have set the Lord always before me; 
  because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.  
 9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 
  my body also shall rest in hope. 
 10For you will not abandon me to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one see the pit. 
 11You will show me the path of life; 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures 
       for evermore.  



SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:11-14; 19-25 
 
A reading from Hebrews. 
Images of worship and sacrifice are used throughout Hebrews to highlight what 
Christ has uniquely accomplished through his death. Because we have received 
forgiveness through Christ’s death, we live with sincere hearts by trusting in God’s 
promises and encouraging love and good works from each other. 
 

11Every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same 
sacrifices that can never take away sins. 12But when Christ had offered for all time 
a single sacrifice for sins, “he sat down at the right hand of God,” 13and since then 
has been waiting “until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.” 14For 
by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 19There-
fore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of 
Jesus, 20by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that 
is, through his flesh), 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 
22let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprin-
kled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let 
us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has prom-
ised is faithful. 24And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good 
deeds, 25not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 
one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 
P. Word of God. Word of life. 
C.    Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION             ELW  p. 142 



GOSPEL LESSON                                                                         Mark 13:1-8 
P.   The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 13th Chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
In the last week of his life, Jesus warned his disciples concerning trials that were to 
come upon them and upon the world. He exhorts the listener: Do not be alarmed. 
 

1As [Jesus] came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teach-
er, what large stones and what large buildings!” 2Then Jesus asked him, “Do you 
see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be 
thrown down.” 3When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, 
Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked him privately, 4“Tell us, when will this be, 
and what will be the sign that all these things are about to be accomplished?” 
5Then Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that no one leads you astray. 6Many 
will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. 7When 
you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but 
the end is still to come. 8For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is 
but the beginning of the birth pangs.” 
P.   The gospel of the Lord. 
C.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                Rev. Mary E. Zupansic 
 
REFLECTION: FOR THOSE AT HOME 
When you  research Mark 13, you find that this chapter is sometimes referred to 
as “a little apocalypse.”  What starts out in verse 1 as exclamations from the disci-
ples about the greatness of the temple, quickly turns into a chapter fraught with 
destruction, war, and admonitions from Jesus to be prepared and ready.  Jesus 
declares that even this great temple will crumble completely to the ground.  In 
13:8, Jesus tells the disciples that “this is but the beginning of the birth pangs.” 
 
One of the questions I ask myself when I read the Bible is,“What does this pas-
sage have to say to me about what’s going on in the world right now?”  Therefore, 
when I read this passage in Mark a few weeks ago, especially the words Jesus 
speaks about birth pangs, I immediately thought of COVID-19.   



 
Jesus spends all of Mark 13, after the disciples exclaim how great the temple is, 
describing something not so great after all.  The destruction of the temple, which 
is often seen as a sign of  Jesus’ death, is only the birth pangs.  Jesus also warns 
the disciples to be ready for many voices which will lead them astray.  He de-
scribes the pain that they will encounter, perhaps trying to prepare them.  But, as 
I think about birth, COVID-19, and all the hard painful things that happen in life, 
can we ever be fully ready for how they feel? 
 
I wish I’d had  a voice to lead me through a natural delivery the first time I gave 
birth to a child.  I wish we could have seen how much pain COVID would bring, 
and how much we needed a strong voice guiding us through the myriad of other, 
less helpful voices.  And, I bet  the disciples wished they could hear the guiding 
voice of Jesus in person when they faced great persecution and trial after Jesus 
ascended into heaven. 
Sometimes it’s hard to imagine how pain and suffering will end in the same kind 
of joy and new birth that having a baby brings.  Even though having a baby or 
getting a COVID shot seem to be an end to the pain, we may find we still don’t un-
derstand and still have the pain.  When I first brought home my oldest child, I set 
her car seat down on the floor, looked at my husband and said, “What are we 
supposed to do now?”  
 
We may be unsure about what comes next. The good news is that Jesus prepares 
 us if we listen.  Later in chapter 13, Jesus says listen to my voice and don’t be  
swayed by others.  Even when we are in great pain, the voice of Jesus is there,  
guiding us to new life.  So, when the birth pangs come, be ready for the pain and  
dig into how Jesus prepares us, but also be ready to listen and learn.  Jesus does  
bring new life. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY           My Lord, What a Morning       ELW #438 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we 
pray for the church, the world, and everyone in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God our creator, you show us the path of life. Bless faithful people everywhere as 
they extend compassion to those who have experienced harm in religious spaces. 
Cultivate healthy congregations that tell of and enact your reconciling love. God, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God our constant, as the seasons change, protect animals that migrate and hiber-
nate. Bring them safely to a sheltered place and a more abundant season. God, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God our ruler, give wisdom to all elected leaders and officials to govern with in-
sight and compassion. Make them mindful of the well-being of all people so that 
your world will flourish. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God our stronghold, we pray for those affected by natural disasters. Come to the 
aid of all survivors of earthquakes, famines, floods, hurricanes, and wildfires, and 
the first responders who support them. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God our guide, surround congregations with your expansive inclusion. Be present 
in the midst of disagreements, differences, and questions. Unite people of diverse 
viewpoints in the love of Christ. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

God our beginning and our end, we thank you for the lives of all who rest in your 
eternal mercy, from famous saints to the people we have loved. Assure us of your 
resurrection promise. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 



God our hope and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain with 
us always, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
THE SHARING OF PEACE 
P. The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C.   And also with you. 

Please share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another. 
 

+ THE MEAL + 
OFFERING OF TITHES & GIFTS   Thank you for your continued support of the minis-

try of Peace Lutheran Church. We gladly accept your offerings via US Postal Ser-
vice, Tithe.ly, or direct deposit from your bank. 

 
OFFERING HYMN      Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful        ELW p. 184 



OFFERING PRAYER 
P. Let us pray. Holy God, 
C. the earth is yours and everything in it, yet you have chosen to dwell among 

your creatures. Come among us now in these gifts of bread and wine, and 
strengthen us to be your body for the world through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P. The Lord be with you. 
C.   And also with you. 
P. Lift up your hearts. 
C.   We lift them to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                   ELW p. 144 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: 

surrounded by evil and bordered by death 
we appeal to you, 
our Sovereign, our Wisdom, and our Judge. 

We praise you for Christ, who proclaimed your reign of peace 
and promised an end to injustice and harm. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

the sacrifice of his life and death 
and the victory of his resurrection, 
we await with all the saints 
his loving redemption of our suffering world. 

Send your Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine 
and on all who share in the body and blood of your Son: 
teach us your mercy and justice, 
and make all things new in Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
       Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 



 thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 

        and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

        For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P.   A feast of love is offered here for you and for all the saints. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                       ELW p. 146 

CONTEMPORARY  SONG/HYMNS Here I am To Worship    Tim Hughes 
    



  Jerusalem, My Happy Home                  ELW # 628 

    Holy, Holy, Holy (repeats)            ELW # 473 

 
TABLE BLESSING 
P. The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C. Amen. 



POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
P.   Let us Pray, Blessed Jesus, 
C. at this table, you have been for us both host and meal. Now send us forth to 

extend our tables and to share your gifts until that day when all feast togeth-
er at your heavenly banquet. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
P. God, the beginning and the end, who has written your name in the book of life, 

bless and keep you in grace and peace from this time forth and forevermore. 
C.  Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN    Soon and Very Soon                       ELW #439 

 



DISMISSAL 
P. Led on by the saints before us, go in peace to serve the Lord. 
C.   Thanks be to God. 
 
Portions of this liturgy are revised from sundaysandseasons.com, Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Re-
printed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB121760. Scripture excerpts are from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 
 

News You Can Use 
 

ABOUT THIS WEEKS TEXT 
November begins with All Saints Day and ends in or near Advent, when we antici-
pate Christ’s coming again. It is fitting, then, that the readings today tell of the fi-
nal resurrection and the end time. In the turmoil of hope, fear, and disbelief that 
these predictions provoke in us, Hebrews sounds a note of confident trust. Christ 
makes a way for us where there is no way, and we walk it confidently, our hearts 
and bodies washed in baptismal water, trusting the one who has promised for-
giveness. The more we see the last day approaching, the more important it is to 
meet together to provoke one another to love.  

 
 
 



COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
Wednesday, November 17, —Elizabeth of Hungary, renewer of society, died 
1231 
Born in Hungary, Elizabeth was betrothed to the son of the Landgrave of Thurin-
gia, and at age four was taken to be raised with him at the Wartburg Castle. Ten 
years later they were married. She was very generous to the poor, and after her 
husband's death she lived in cruel hardship until her own death at age twenty-
four. 
 

 
THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS: 
Doris Fischer, Walter Hoyt, Jim (brother of Patti Christell) 

Verlene Urekar,  Jim Neal,  
 

If you would like to be added to the prayer list, or know someone who would like to be added 
to our list, please fill out a Prayer Request Card, send an email to 
peace.lutheran@comcast.net OR call the Office at (217)546-7646.   Other than those in the 
Military will remain on the prayer list for two weeks unless otherwise notified. 
Please note—for privacy reasons, we must have an  individual’s permission to add their 
name. 

If interested in assisting on Saturdays or Sundays, please call the church office at 
217.546-7646, or text Pastor Mary at 920-671-4338. 

 
 

ZOOM MEETINGS/EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 
SUNDAY, NOV 14  In Person Worship/Livestream,—9:30am 
 
TUESDAY, NOV 16  Evangelism Committee—6pm—via Zoom 
 
THURSDAY, NOV 18  Church Council—6pm 
 
SUNDAY, NOV 21  In Person Worship/Livestream—9:30am 

   
  



ASSISTING THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 14: 
Drive thru communion Parking Lot : NO DRIVE THRU COMMUNION 

 

SUNDAY IN-PERSON SERVICE: 
Assisting Minister:  Becky Hendricks 

Ushers: Doug McFarlan  & Joe Henkle 
Video:  Linda Rice 

Camera: Janet Kocis 

 

 

 

This weeks Altar Flowers  

Are given to the  

glory of God. 

 
 

 







 Thanksgiving Food Baskets will be packed and delivered on Wednes-

day, November 17th.  Packing will begin at 8:30am with delivery at 

1:30pm.  Volunteers are welcome! 

 Thank you to all who volunteered for Fall Highway Clean Up.  There 

were 10 to 12 volunteers and perfect weather and each volunteer 

picked up 2 bags of trash! 

 The LWR Ingathering was a success.  Peace donated 88 Quilts, 89 

Health Kits and 88 School Kits.  A Thrivent Action Team was used to 

purchase the towels and a few odds and ends to complete some of the 

last kits.  Thanks to all for your donations and helping to pack and ship 

the boxes. 


